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•  24-hour Emergency Shelter
•  24-hour Hotline
•  Community Support Groups
•  Legal and Social Service
    Advocacy
•  Information and Referral
•  Volunteer  Training
•  Community Education
•  Follow Up Services
•  Service Coordination among
   Agencies
•  Transitional Housing
•  Emergency Financial
   Assistance

All services are
confidential and free of charge

706-543-3331
Project Safe Hotline
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Project Safe Provides:

Research suggests that women
engage in physical aggression
against their partners as frequently
as men.

Women are 3 times more likely to
be injured than men, and psycho-
logical and economic injury are
also much greater for women.

While the rate of men killed by their
female partners has declined sig-
nificantly in the last 25 years, the
rate of women killed by their male
partners has stayed about the
same.

•  Ending patriarchy and male
privelege are extremely important to
ending domestic violence, but there
are other risk factors that must also
be addressed.

•

• Witnessing violence can affect a
child's ability to trust, ability to learn
and self control.

•

•
Do you know that. . .Do you know that. . .Do you know that. . .Do you know that. . .Do you know that. . .

From the DirectorFrom the DirectorFrom the DirectorFrom the DirectorFrom the Director

I pull it out every year, the Christmas stocking she made me
some fifteen years ago.  She was serving a life sentence in prison for
killing her husband, an abusive man who had terrorized her since the
beginning of their relationship in the early 1980’s.  As a young attorney I
worked on her clemency petition—gathering records, conducting inter-
views, framing arguments—constructing a document two inches thick in
the end.  I went to her childhood home, sat with her parents, and tried
not to get their hopes up even as my own were sky-high.  Too high it
turned out, as the petition was denied in a one-sentence letter citing a
reason that had nothing to do with her case.  The Christmas stocking
came in the mail later, along with a little cross and a letter that still makes
me cry when I read it.  Her expectations, I learned, were much more
realistic than my own.  Knowing I was mourning, she advised that I turn
it into something else.

That advice was a biblical reference, from Psalm 30:11 about
turning “mourning into dancing”.  (I didn’t realize that until recently, when
someone gave me the Presbyterian Church (USA)  policy statement on
healing domestic violence which uses that phrase in its title).  I suppose I
turned my mourning into a decade of work at Project Safe applying
lessons from the clemency cases I worked on before (when only one out
of 78 women incarcerated at the time for killing an abusive partner ever
contacted a domestic violence center, but they all asked for help from
someone).  Rather than simply waiting for people to call our hotline, we
have done everything in our power to reach out to those who may need
Project Safe’s assistance through educational presentations, media, pro-
fessional training, and by reviewing police reports and contacting the
victims to offer services.  Over the years, thousands of lives have been
changed and saved through the dedication and proactive efforts of staff
and volunteers.

But this year an unprecedented number of lives have been lost in
Athens due to domestic violence, and as a community we mourn these
tragedies.        Continued on Page 2 Column 1 =>
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
Continued from Page 1

As of December 1, 2009 voting is open for the 2010
installment of “Dancing with the Athens Stars.” The
current lineup of local stars and talented instructors is
sure to include someone you will be excited to sup-
port as they perfect their dance moves in an effort to
raise money for Project Safe. Trophies will be
awarded to the couple earning the most votes prior
to, and during the show at the Classic Center on March
21st. One dollar donated to Project Safe equals one
vote per couple, fifty dollars equals fifty votes. You
may vote for as many couples as you choose, as of-
ten as you like. Votes may be mailed into Project
Safe at P.O. Box 7532 Athens, GA 30604, (please
indicate who you are voting for), or online and at our
website  www.project-safe.org. The 2010 lineup is:

Couple 1:
Dylan Brooks & Christie Moody

Couple 2:
Charlotte House & Heather Hogan

Couple 3:
Jim Vanden Berg & Michelle Collin

Couple 4:
Kelly Girtz & Tenisha Cole

Couple 5:
Ira Edwards & Gene Wiggins

Couple 6:
Laure Jones & Dana Skelton

Couple 7:
Hugh Acheson & Natalie Cox

Couple 8:
Erin Thomson & Angelo Kalevela

Couple 9:
Allan Armitage & Liza Pitts

Couple 10:
Jorge Atiles & Addie Shue

Couple 11:
Sherri Goggin & Ron Puttman

Couple 12:
Kim Lisenbee & Derrek Walters

Your Chance to Vote!Your Chance to Vote!Your Chance to Vote!Your Chance to Vote!Your Chance to Vote!

Joan PrittieJoan PrittieJoan PrittieJoan PrittieJoan Prittie

  Help from Dalton Carpet One  Help from Dalton Carpet One  Help from Dalton Carpet One  Help from Dalton Carpet One  Help from Dalton Carpet One

This October, Dalton Carpet One offered cus-
tomers free installation in exchange for a donation of
household items or furniture for Project Safe. The suc-
cess of the promotion has already helped to furnish the
homes of several families who have secured safe hous-
ing since leaving an abusive partner. Having strong part-
nerships with companies in our community like Dalton
Carpet One makes such a big difference in our ability
to help the 1,200+ women, men and children we have
worked with so far this year.  Owner Mike Blanton
generously extended his offer by donating company time
once a month to collecting large donations for Project
Safe and helping to move furniture for clients who have
relocated. Last month alone, they helped to furnish four
apartments for families entering our Transitional Hous-
ing program, and we look forward to working with them
in the months ahead.

Way to go,
Dalton Carpet One!!
Thanks a Million!!

As a community, we must turn that mourning into some-
thing else—action.  Project Safe will continue to lead
the way in advocacy and services for victims and sur-
vivors of domestic violence, and we will continue to
partner with police and prosecutors to seek justice.  But
we need others to join the fight.  We need more re-
searchers to focus on why perpetrators commit vio-
lence and what can change them.  We need more par-
ents to teach their children that violence is unaccept-
able.  We need more churches and businesses to ac-
knowledge the impact domestic violence has in their
organizations and develop policies to address it.  We
need everyone to recognize that domestic violence is
so widespread in the United States that someone they
know and love is dealing with it and needs their sup-
port.

If we all turn our mourning into action, then
someday we will finally end domestic violence.  And
then you’ll see me dancing.
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Continued in Column 2 =>

Donors June—November 2009

We thank the following for their
generous contributions to our
work.

1st American Bank & Trust 1st Baptist
Church
1st Presbyterian Church
Dorothy Adams
Marilyn Hall Adams
LeAnne Akin
Valarie Aldridge
Nathan Altman
Hannah Anderson
Jean Andrews
Sara Andrist
Charles Appleby
Carly Armour
Athens Area Commencement Center
Athens Area Health Plan Select
Athens Regional Medical Center
M. L. Crofton Atkins
Andrea Baetti
Graham Balch
June Baldwin Turnell
Rosemarie Banks
Bruce Beckwith
Virginia Berg
Alyssa Bernstein
Sandy Berry
Robin  Bewley
Thomas Bishop
Aaron Bleich
Beth Boatman
Patricia Booth
Alex Borges
Diane Bour
Lamar Bowen
Elizabeth Boyer
Deborah Boyt
Melanie Bradford
Amanda Bruemmer
Christopher Burback
Beverly Burman
Mary Burton
Mrs. James Bush
Anne Bushnell
Carol Butts
Nathan Byrd
Jacques Caillault
Elizabeth Campbell
Gregory Caputo
Maria Cardarelli
David Carey

Carly Armour
Kelly Caudle
Mike Chadwick
Shirley Chambliss
Bryan Chandlee
Chandlee, Inc.
Danielle Cheek
Rebecca Cheney
Warren Chivers
Classic City Orthodontics
Vicki Cofer
Lindsay Cook
Madeleine Cooke
Renee Corey
Cynthia Corley
Celina Correa
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Bill  Crane
Freta Crawford
Kimberly Credle
Sheri Cross
Terry Curtis
Hope Cymermon
Gregory Daniels
Patricia Daugherty
Alicia Davis
Peggy Davis
Renee DeBose
Anne DeMartini
Tom Demma
William Dennler
Gerald Deuman
Randy Dishaw
Susan Dodson
Barbara Dooley
Gary Doster
Wingate Downs
Debra Duncan
Jennifer  Dunham

Donors
Continued from Column 1:

Continued in Column 3 =>

Leslie Durgan
Issac Lane Edwards, Jr.
Eileen Ackley-Martin
Janis Ellis
Kelly Embry
Deja Er
Michelle Estile
Leon Farmer
Stacee Farrell
Jennifer Ferlisi
Rick Fiala
Margaret Finnerty
Diane Fitzgerald
William Flatt
Pat Forehand
Franklin Forts
Shona Foster
Pat Fouche
Brett Freedman
Janet Frick
Julian Friedman
Sara Frierson
Erin Gaines
Becky Galvin
Sarah Gantt
Ashley  Garrett
Ellen Garrison
John & Edna Garst
Georgia Power Foundation
Jean Gibson
Linda Gilbert
Bruno J. Giri III
Ann Glauser
Edward Glauser
Susan Goldstein
Charlee Goolsby
Elizabeth  Grant
Diane Guthrie
Lori Guyant
Kati Haley

Donors
Continued from Column 2:

Continued on Page 4,

The citizens of Georgia Power have once again generously contributed to
Project Safe.

Column 2 =>
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Donors
Continued from Column 2:

Continued on Page 5, Column 1=>

Vicki Haley
Lynne Hall
Bethany Hamilton-Jones
Amanda Hanneld
Tamara Hansen
Marianne Happek
David  Hart
Betsy Harter
S. Hatfield
Melinda Hawley
Audrey Haynes
Audrey Haynes
Edward Head
Jayne Henson
Keith Herist
Heidi Hicks
Robert Hicks
Stacy Hoffman
Mona Huber
Cheryl  Huckins
Beth Huskey
Phillida Hutcheson
Jennifer Irwin
Bonnie Jackson
Janes Books and Crafts
Amber Jaynes
Bobby Johnson
Jan Johnson
Wieren Jon Van
Bonnie Jones
Stephen Jones
Junior League of Athens
George Justice
Doris Kadish
Patricia Kalivoda
Maritza  Keen
Sheri King
Joyce Kitchens
Mrs. A.L.Komac
Lauri Kreimeyer
Sarah Krieger
George & Cindy Kuhlman
Carole & Emmett Langley

Donors
Continued from Page 3
Column 3::

Mary & Hugh Larkey
Tina Laseter
Leigh Laughlin
William Lawler
Sue Lawrence
Clara Lee
Ed Levine
Catherine Lind
Aaron Linda P
Sarah Lomax
Robert Longshore
Regina M. Lucas
Violette Lyle
Wendy Macias
Macy’s Foundation
Meghan Madea
Beth Magness
Rachel Magness
Mama’s Boy
William Martello
Linnemann Mary
April Mashburn
Dan McBride
Lawrence McCalla
Jennifer McDowell
Hope McMechen

Laura Menendez
Merrill Lynch ARH Group
Melissa Metzger
Denise Mewborn
Anne Meyers
Kitty Meyran
Diane Miller
Katherine Mirecki
Andrea Mirsalimi
Mitchell Mitchell
Mrs. Griffin Moody
Deadra Moore
Joe Morgan
Cody Murray
Janet Muse
Maria Naranjo
Debra Newman
Rubielen Norris
Kathy Odendahl
Jessica Olsen
Open Gates Bed & Breakfast
Paige Otwell
Brenda Padilla
Marisa Pagnattaro
Pappy’s Drywall Inc
Kim Paquette

Children’s Advocate, Shalene Bedell, leads prevention lessons in elemen-
tary schools.
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E v e r y o n e
loves Shoes!!!
Find your new
favorites at
P.S. Too.
Now open at
1055 Gaines
School Road.

Maria Camilla Pardo
Mary Patin-Jackwood
Jennifer Pelton
Bonnie Pender
Dianne Penny
Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity
Manuel Phun
Stephanie & Michael Pierce
Linda  Pinholster
Joshua Podvin
Power Partners
Pat & Neal Priest
James Price
Muriel Pritchett
Helen & Jerry Prittie
Joan Prittie
Jocelyn Prouty
Barbara Pucket
Elizabeth Pyle
Becky Ragouzeos
Maxine Ramirez de Arellano
Lester Ray
Kenneth Sherman
Bette Sieverts
Terri Ray
Franklin Reeves
Patricia Richards
Beth Richardson
Michael Roberts
Brian Norris
Rockdog Entertainment
Ruben Rodriguez
Jennifer Roorbach
Amy Rosen
Brigitte Rossbacher
Betty Ruff
Robert Rushton
Karen  Russell
Barbara Sawyer
Theodore Saylor
Mariclare Scott
Jay Scouten
Neha Shah
Christopher Shannon

Donors

Kathy Thompson
Theodore Thompson
Tim & Kathy Thompson
Troy Thompson
Beth Todd
Mary Todd
Janice Toney
Jennifer Tooley
Carl Trinrud
Ellyn Trinrud
Patrick Tritt
Susan Tuggel
Sharon Turner
Debrajane Ullrich
Urban Sanctuary Day Spa
BeateVagt-Traore
Steve VanWieren
Pam Watts
Leigh EllenWatts Magness
MelanieWebb
FayeWeeg
Marisu Wehrenberg
Wellpoint
EmilyWheeler
Mary Whitehead
Nancy Wilcox
Lola Williams
Scott  Williamson
Alexis Winger
Christina Witt
Jane Worley
Barbara Wright

Christine Shea
Judy Shelton
Steven Sieverts
Sherrie Sigman
Lindsey Slack
Kathy Sloan
Barbara Smalley
Jeanne Smith
Karen  Smith
Kristen Smith
Mary Smith
Ronald & Lucy Smith
Susan St. Charles
Charley Worley
State Farm
Brendan Stephens
Winston Stephens
Fred Stephenson
Robin Stevens
Polly Stewart
Mark Streiter
Laura Stuberg
Michael Subelsky
Sylvia Sultenfuss
Suska
Laura Sutton
Cynthia Suveg
Heather Tarver
Marvin Tarver
Terri Tarver
Eleanor Tate
Joel Taxel
Heather Teilhet
Telecom Pioneers

Kelly Thomas
Teresa Thomason
Colette Thompson
Julie  Thompson

Project Safe Presents

10th Annual Vagina Monologues Febuary 18 - 21
UGA Campus n North Campus Tickets availkable in February
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Thank you to Girl Scout Troup #2170 for

creating 25 non-perishable overnight boxes of food!
These food boxes will make such a difference for
individuals who Project Safe helps with an over-
night hotel stay to escape an abusive relationship.
When someone in a dangerous situation calls our
crisis hotline looking for a safe place to stay, our
goal is to help them to safely enter our emergency
shelter where we can provide them with 24/7 sup-
port and the comforts of home in a confidential lo-
cation. When our shelter is full, our advocates do
not allow this to become a barrier to the victim’s
safety.  We may help them to get to another safe
shelter in a neighboring county or pay for a night in
a hotel under an assumed name until we can ar-
range a more permanent plan. Because of the
thoughtfulness and hard work of Girl Scout Troup
#2170, we can easily provide those who do stay in
a hotel for a night with the same necessities we pro-
vide for the residents of our emergency shelter.

Project Safe is excited about the start of a new
Mom’s Group which aims to stop the cycle of domestic
violence by fostering positive parent-child relationships.
Building on research that supports the importance of a
strong attachment between mother and child, the Mom’s
Group provides mothers opportunities to discuss spe-
cific strategies to cultivate strong attachments with their
children.  The Mom’s Group meets once a week and
alternates between having meetings with moms only and
meeting with moms and children to do interactive activi-
ties together.

Parenting research indicates that the relationship
a child has with their primary caregiver serves as a tem-
plate for all future relationships.  If a child has observed
or directly experienced incidents of violence, they can
expect to be neglected, hurt or abused as part of their
“normal” relationships.  Yet, early intervention to develop
healthy relationships can mediate the negative effects of
having lived with domestic violence.  In Mom’s Group,
we reinforce the empowering idea that only the moms
can change this for their children since they are the pri-
mary caregiver, no one else.

The Mom’s Group discusses having develop-
mentally appropriate expectations for children and de-
veloping alternatives to corporal punishment for disci-
pline.  We also discuss ways to cultivate empathy in the
parent-child relationship and allow children to exercise
their own personal power and independence in ways that
can increase their self-esteem.  During our interactive
activities we focus on providing positive feedback to the
children and connecting with them during play.

To promote the importance of setting aside time
to connect with their children, the moms developed a
calendar to write down the times they plan to play or
cuddle with their children each day.  We also provided
“Bus Packs” to help with discipline problems that arise
during the long bus rides to and from day care or other
destinations.  The “Bus Packs” include activities that chil-
dren can do on their own or with their moms while on
the bus.  Children can also be rewarded weekly for good
bus riding behavior by earning new items for their “Bus
Packs.”

The Mom’s Group is just starting out, but group
facilitators are excited about the new direction of this
group and the potential to stop the cycle of domestic
violence through building strong attachments between
mother and child.

Some thirty years ago, when Project Safe
began as a network of safe houses in the Athens
community, domestic violence victims needed a safe
place to call home.  Ultimately, empowering survi-
vors of domestic violence through helping them to
obtain their own safe home for themselves and their
children is still one of our most important goals.
Recently, St. Mary’s Health Care System awarded
Project Safe with a retired ambulance to serve as a
moving truck for clients who relocate to safe envi-
ronments.  We now have the ability to collect large
donations, move a client’s belongings to a safe lo-
cation, or furnish a new home without having to
remove the seats from our 15 passenger van (gen-
erously purchased for us years ago by 1st Presby-
terian Church of Athens).  In this time of economic
uncertainty, St. Mary’s generous donation has re-
minded us that working together as a community
can strengthen our ability to lend a hand to those in
need and pull through this together.

Parenting Group BuildsParenting Group BuildsParenting Group BuildsParenting Group BuildsParenting Group Builds
AttachmentAttachmentAttachmentAttachmentAttachment

Emergency Food BoxesEmergency Food BoxesEmergency Food BoxesEmergency Food BoxesEmergency Food Boxes

Helps OutHelps OutHelps OutHelps OutHelps Out
St. Mary’s Health Care SystemSt. Mary’s Health Care SystemSt. Mary’s Health Care SystemSt. Mary’s Health Care SystemSt. Mary’s Health Care System
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We receive so many generous in kind dona-

tions that it’s not possible to mention them all in a news-
letter. Here are just a few standouts we’d like to rec-
ognize. Thanks to David Barber at Fox’s Pizza in
Danielsville for donating pizza and salad once a month
for our Madison County Domestic Violence Survi-
vors support group; Carol White for consistent dona-
tions of intimates and sleepwear; Alpha Chi Omega
for collecting toiletries and cleaning supplies for our
emergency shelter; Jean-Marie Buxton of DaisyCakes
soap for regularly donating handmade soap for shel-
ter residents; Maggie Carter at Publix Supermarket
for regularly providing toiletries and household items
for Project Safe clients; the Junior League for provid-
ing dinner for our Clarke County Domestic Violence
Survivors support group and collecting children’s items
for our emergency shelter; Athens Pagan Pride for
holding a food drive for Project Safe; Church of the
Nations for creating welcome bags for women enter-
ing our shelter; The Knitters and Knotters group at
Covenant Presbyterian for blankets at the shelter; and
Sandy Applebaum for creating capes for the Super-
heroes support group, handmade pillow cases for the
children in the emergency shelter, curtains for the shel-
ter, and other hand crafts for residents.

A Candlelight ceremony in October honored those killed by domestic violence in Athens and in Georgia.

Shout Out to In Kind Donors!Shout Out to In Kind Donors!Shout Out to In Kind Donors!Shout Out to In Kind Donors!Shout Out to In Kind Donors!

Become a Volunteer!Become a Volunteer!Become a Volunteer!Become a Volunteer!Become a Volunteer!

to find out what you can do to help.

Call (706) 549-0922

Are you looking for a place where you can
“plug in” your skills to help make your community a
better place to live?  Project Safe would welcome
any contribution you can make--time, monetary do-
nations, sewing ability, typing skills, handy man skills,
organizational skills, cooking skills, and creative ideas!!
Call (706) 549-0922, and someone will get you
plugged in right away.  The possibilities are almost
endless, and your help would be greatly appreciated!



www.project-safe.org

Project Safe
P.O. Box 7532
Athens, GA  30604

Office Phone:  706-549-0922
FAX: 706-354-6161
Email:  pjctsafe@bellsouth.net

Working to end Domestic Violence
Non-Profit Organizaion
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